
Pekin Area Chamber of Commerce 
Established 1893 

FOCUS Newsletter – February 2009  
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Chamber History  

At the suggestion of a board member, I added some chamber 
history to our website.  www.pekin.net/ChamberHistory.htm is where you 
can find the information.  I included some basic history of the formation of 
our organization in 1893, as well as the various names we've used over 
the years.  I also included a list of the presidents and executive directors of 
the organization since 1916.  Perhaps in the future we’ll add the list of 
board members from each year. 
 
Promotional Opportunity At Breakfasts  

Do you take advantage of the opportunities to promote your business at the Puttin' On Pekin 
breakfasts?  First, you can bring prizes to give away as part of the door prize drawing at the end of the 
breakfast.  Just bring your prize that morning and set it on the prize table.  Be sure to attach your 
business card to the prize so we can announce whom it is from.   

Second, you can stand up and make an announcement about your business during the "one-
minute reminders."  Just raise your hand when we get to that point in the program and keep your 
announcement under one minute.   

And third, you can set up a display and give away information as part of the "Business 
Showcase."  You'll need to call the chamber office to schedule your participation in the Business 
Showcase, as space is limited.   

Take advantage of these great, low-cost opportunities to promote your business or organization 
at the next Puttin' On Pekin breakfast.  
 
Enhancements To Membership Directory  

As a chamber member, you receive a free listing in the "membership directory" on our website.  
We recently added an enhancement to the directory.   

When you search the directory by category or keyword, in addition to the list of search results, 
you'll also see a Google map with push pins indicating the location of each of the search results.   

Try it out:  Go to our home page at www.pekin.net and then click "membership directory" in the 
menu bar on the left side of the page.  Next, from the drop down box for the "search by category," select 
"dentists" then click "go."  You'll see the search produces a list of 8 chamber members, and also a Google 
map with their locations.  You can make the map larger, zoom in or out, and move the map around, just 
like any Google map.   

Our membership directory gets plenty of use.  During 2008 the directory search was used 9,095 
times.  About half of those were alphabetical searches, about one-third were category searches, and the 
rest were keyword searches.   

I can provide you with statistics about your individual business or organization (number of times 
you appeared in search results, number of times your basic listing was viewed, number of times the user 
clicked through to your website, etc.)  I can also walk you through the process to add more information to 
your basic directory listing.  Let me know if you're interested. 
 
PCHS Teacher Needs Business Speakers   

Randall Emert, a teacher at Pekin Community High School, is looking for business and 
community leaders to speak to his sophomore students.  His class is learning about various jobs and 
careers in anticipation of choosing a career path.  Mr. Emert would like business people to talk about their 
job and educational history, the different kinds of jobs at their company, the skills and education needed, 
etc.  He would also like speakers to discuss the importance of resumes, job applications, job interviews, 
and what you look for when hiring a new employee. 

He already has speakers from Illinois Central College, Robert Morris College and Pekin Hospital.  
He's hopeful many more business people will come forward and help.  I've done this kind of program 
before, and I've always found it to be very rewarding.  It’s also a great opportunity to promote your 
business.  If you're interested, I would encourage you to email him at remert@pekinhigh.net or give me a 
call and I can give you his cell phone number.�
�
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AmerenCILCO ~ American Cancer Society/Relay for Life ~ Aramark ~ Associated Bank 
~ Aventine Renewable Energy ~ Bagley & Miller, Attorneys ~ Willard Birkmeier ~ 
Brewers Distributing Company ~ Brookmeadow Apartments ~ Carney's Insurance Store 
~ CenturyTel ~ Champion Fitness/MRC ~ Clifton Strode Insurance & Real Estate ~ 
Coldwell Banker Devonshire Realty ~ Commerce Bank ~ DHS/Division of Rehabilitation 
Services ~ Dr. Robert Ehrich, DDS ~ Excel Foundry & Machine ~ Goodwill Industries ~ 
Graphic Packaging International ~ Hallmark House Nursing Center ~ Heartland Bank & 
Trust Company ~ Herget Bank ~ Illinois American Water ~ JMP Radio Group ~ Dr. 
David Kuban, DDS ~ Kuhfuss & Proehl, P.C. ~ Laborer's Local #231 ~ Linde Group ~ 
McDaniels Marketing Communications ~ McDonald's ~ Midwest Generation Powerton 
Station ~ Miller, Hall, & Triggs ~ Monge, Crouch & Mahoney ~ Neal Chiropractic Clinic ~ 
Lloyd Orrick ~ Pekin Area Board of Realtors ~ Pekin Community Bank ~ Pekin 
Insurance ~ Pekin Moose Family Center, Lodge # 916 ~ Pekin Park District ~ Pekin 
Public Library ~Pekin Veterinary Clinic ~ Peoria Journal Star ~ R.A. Cullinan & Sons ~ 
Redbrand Credit Union ~ San Juan Pools & Spas ~ Schwartz & Miller Family Dentistry 
~ Smith Barney ~ Steger's Furniture ~ Dr. Dennis Stoller, DDS ~ Subway ~ Syngenta ~ 
Taco Bell ~ TAPS Animal Shelter ~ Tazewell Machine Works ~ Charles Thomas, 
Attorney 
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