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PEKIN AREA BUSINESS EXPO ‘09  

The Pekin Area Business Expo ’09 was held on Saturday 
January 31st at the Dragon’s Dome.  A good crowd came out to see 
the displays by 70 local businesses and organizations.  Special 
thanks to the committee of volunteers who helped plan the event, 
the volunteers who helped that day, and our major sponsors:  
Allegra Print & Imaging, Aventine Renewable Energy, CEFCU, 
Comcast Spotlight, Hallmark House Nursing Center, Illinois 
Collections Unlimited, Midwest Generation-Powerton Station, Pekin 
Daily Times, Pekin Insurance, Regent Broadcasting, and Suzi Davis Travel. 
 
STIMULUS TRANSPARENCY  

There are a couple of interesting websites you might want to visit:  www.Recovery.gov is 
a website that lets you, the taxpayer, figure out where the money from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act is going.  There are several different ways to search for information.  The 
money is being distributed by Federal agencies, and eventually you'll be able to see where it's 
going - to which states, to which congressional districts, even to which Federal contractors.  

Not to be outdone, Illinois Governor Pat Quinn launched www.Recovery.Illinois.gov.  It is 
a website to help ensure that Illinois takes full advantage of the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act.  The site is the portal to Illinois’ implementation of the federal stimulus plan 
and will: 
 

· Keep track of projects, spending and job creation 
· List state run programs receiving supplemental funding, including unemployment 

benefits, food stamps, vocational rehabilitation and other services 
· Connect to agency sites where proposed project lists will be posted  
· Allow Illinoisans to suggest a project that is eligible for federal stimulus funds 

 
LOCAL ELECTION JUST AROUND THE CORNER 

The Business Advocacy Committee, a committee of the Pekin Area Chamber of 
Commerce, believes it is important that Chamber members exercise their right to vote.  The 
committee also believes it is important that Chamber members be informed voters, particularly 
when it comes to issues that can affect the local business environment.  

With that in mind, the Business Advocacy Committee sent a questionnaire to candidates 
in the following races:  
 

· The City of Pekin will elect three Councilpersons 
· Pekin School District 108 will elect four board members 
· Pekin Community High School District 303 will elect four board members 
· Pekin Park District will elect four commissioners 

 
The election will be held on Tuesday, April 7, 2009.  This is your chance to learn more about the 
candidates and where they stand on issues that affect you and your business or organization.  
The information is available on our website at: 
 http://www.pekin.net/Candidates09/Candidates.htm  
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In this interactive program you’ll learn why social networking matters, how to increase your 
online presence at no cost, and how to utilize Facebook to reach your customers.  Join the 
Pekin Area Chamber of Commerce at Breakfast 2.0:  Social Networking 
 

March 13, 2009  
7:00 a.m.—8:30 a.m. 
Pekin Public Library 

$10.00 (includes breakfast) 

This is the first in a series on using new web technologies to work smarter and reach 
your business goals. Upcoming topics include podcasting and blogging. 
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For more information or to make reservations call the Chamber @ 346-2106 
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Concorde Inn  & Suites ~ County Market / Niemann Food ~ CreativEngraving & Marking 
~ Culver's ~ Dragon's Dome ~ East Side/Goodyear Tire & Auto Service ~ Excalibur 
Seasoning Company ~ Facet Technologies ~ Sylvan Franklin ~ Greenhouse Flower 
Shoppe ~ Jim Maloof Realtor ~ Knights of Columbus ~ O'Brien Dodge Chrysler Jeep ~ 
Pekin Community High School ~ Pekin Hospital ~ Pekin Manor ~ Sound Choice Hearing 
Clinic ~ T-Shirt House ~ TCRC ~ Tri-County IAAP ~ Walgreens  #36 ��
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