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Editor's Note: The following are excerpts from Difimm

Schwartz’s speech at the April 27, 2009 annual mgedf the
Pekin Area Chamber of Commerce.
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The nominating committee has recommended the faligvglate of officers: For President,
Mike Vonderheide, Vonderheide Floor Coverings; fBresident Elect, Althea Geiser,
B’'Ribboned Etc.; for Vice President, Skip Schernoen) Herget Bank; for Treasurer, Drew
Leman, Leman Property Management; and for pastdemess Dr. Timm Schwartz, Schwartz and
Miller Family Dentistry.

Now | can officially turn the chamber over to Mik@nderheide. Thank you.

Listen to the podcast of the chamber’s annual mgeth PePOD at: 788 $ 8 9 8 8
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www.launchnewbiz.com Building Central lllinois, One Entrepreneur at a Time

“*What is Launch?

Launch is a new Business Plan Competition designed to

encourage, foster and support start up businesses in Central
lllinois and to promote entrepreneurship of all kinds.

“ How does Launch work?

The 2009 Launch Business Plan Competition will include a preliminary round and culminate in a
final round where the best business plan will be selected.

All contestants who present their plans in the preliminary rounds will receive feedback and
suggestions from the panel of judges. Those advancing to the final round will be eligible for

the grand prize consisting of a cash award plus free consultant services from a variety of
professional areas of importance to start up businesses.

The LAUNCH Business Plan Competition is open to anyone who has a new business idea and
plans to start that new business in the Tri-County area. There is no application fee.

Business plans must be submitted by August 1st. The Business Plan Competition
preliminary rounds begin August 25th. The winning business plan will be chosen during the final
round on September 30th.

The winner will receive cash prizes and a multitude of general business consulting
services to get their business up and running properly.

Need help creating These free workshops will teach you W
your business how to organize and write a business plan.

Date: April 21

plan? Attend Topics covered include: May 27
" June 30
these workshops! - Selecting target markets July 30
Choaosing the right location
Creating cash flow budgets Time: 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Estimating sales and expenses Place: Peoria NEXT Innovation Center

801 W. Main, 2nd floor

pnaeeBRADLEY — BRADLEY SCORE.

= ) " UNIVYERBITY
I Tiarner Cener for Comansvbars o Amanc s Small Besins

Launch is brought to you by:

TN Fasth MorTon>
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) Proud to be a part of
0% . Pekin's Business Community.
HHCEFCU
www.cefcu.com
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