TIPS FROM GRETCHEN COURTNEY’S 
ISAT READING WORKSHOP
	Wall Charts: during the testing period you may display blank graphic organizers without labels but you may not display charts showing a step-by step process

	3rd Grade: do not let the  students underline words in the reading passages with pencils (electronic scoring issues), use highlighters instead

	Reading Aloud: expose the children to a variety of genre, such as myths, fairy tales, etc.,  when reading aloud to the class and discuss why it fits into that genre

	Reading Aloud: use non-narrative nonfiction, big books, biography, and poetry


	Reading Framework: color-code folders & graphic organizers for instruction reading comprehension skills instruction: predicting, summarizing, connecting, inferring

	Copyright: you may use parts of a book for instruction if you don’t retain or distribute the material

	Visuals: you can scan a colored page from a book and then print a transparency, using special transparency paper in the printer

	Extended response: reproduce the planning strips for each student’s desk to use for practice throughout the year

	Posters: you can take copies of the graphic organizers to Staples to produce wall-sized posters for the classroom

	Below Gr. Level: guided reading and independent reading at their functional level, with teacher conferencing/instruction

	Inferring: have a collection of photos to practice the different types of inferences



Resources: 
· Purchase a subscription to Reading A-Z $25 to print leveled books for guided reading practice (www.readinga-z.com)
· Purchase a subscription to one of the Cricket magazines for $25 (non-fiction informational reading) http://www.cricketmag.com/home.asp
· Purchase non-fiction big books from Rigby Literacy for shared reading

http://www.rigby.com.au/bookstore/literacy.asp
· Purchase trade library books from National Geographic for practice with paired passages (also big books) http://www.ngschoolpub.org/c/@dl91xnAqeKrYM/Pages/index.web
· See rubrics for extended response on ISBE website
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/reading_extended_rubric.pdf
· See list or roots/affixes on ISBE website
      http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/iaf_reading.pdf , p.18-19
· See ISAT PowerPoint on At-Risk website http://www.pekin.net/pekin108/css/AtRisk.htm
· See directions to samples of paired passages on ISBE website        http://www.pekin.net/pekin108/css/AtRisk.htm
