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Information on NCLB Reauthorization

House and Senate education committees are currently debating the No Child Left Behind Act

(NCLB), which is scheduled for its five-year reauthorization. Some ideas being discussed in

the Congressional committees are in circulation. Below are some of the points that various

interest groups are promoting:

o Fully fund NCLB and fully authorize Title I. The federal government must substantially underwrite

the costs, especially in districts with diminishing tax bases and exploding needs that serve
populations segregated by race and extreme poverty.

o Reduce reliance on one annual standardized test by incorporating multiple measures of
achievement including portfolios, teacher-made tests, and other indicators such as grade
promotion and graduation rates.

o Replace the current system that credits learning only when average group scores reach
benchmark targets with a growth model that tracks each student’s learning over time.

o Require all schools to match the rate of progress shown by research to be actually achievable,
and scrap the unrealistic “all children proficient by 2014” deadline.

o Replace sanctions (that too frequently redirect funds into unregulated, privatized tutoring services)
with professional development driven by the needs teachers identify. Build public school capacity
by reducing class size, and improving school climate in schools with high levels of poverty.

I have enclosed an excerpt from the Secretary of U.S. Department of Education’s early
reauthorization recommendations. If you are interested in viewing the full version of this
document use the following link. http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/nclb/buildingonresults.pdf

Thoughts on Upcoming Parent Conferences
I hope all goes well with your conferences next week. | know these are days can be hectic and
stressful. However, | am confident that you will do a fantastic job and complete the experience
by adding value to the educational experience of your students and families. As you meet with
parents to discuss student progress and relevant issues keep a couple of things in mind.
0 You are entrusted with what is most to parents — they have a serious emotional
investment. Most parents expect compassion, understanding, and encouragement.
o When conducting difficult conversations it requires a great deal of thought a preparation.
| have provided an interesting related article titled, Handle with Care, published by
scholastic. It can be found within the Appendix section.

District Press Releases — Spread the Good News About D108

Recent press releases from PFEC, Dirksen, Washington, and Willow are included in the
Appendix section. You may also view press releases at
http://www.pekin.net/pekin108/superintendents office/press_releases/index.htmi

Let Us Show You the Learning!


























