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PEKIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT 108 SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMUNICATION 

Volume 4, Issue 23 – February 23, 2007 
Vision 

Let us show you the learning! 
Mission 

Prepare responsible, productive, life-long learners 
through active partnerships with our learning community. 

Core Values 
Literacy.................................. We learn to read so we can read to learn. 
Humanity .............................. We treat everyone with respect and kindness. 
Unity ...................................... We remain steadfast to our common purpose. 
Informed Practice ................. We study and think before we act. 

Strategic Goals 
1. Continuously improve student and employee performance. 
2. Continuously improve and align support programs and services to assist each 

student’s success. 
3. Continuously improve quality assurance processes. 
4. Continuously strengthen relationships among stakeholders. 
5. Continuously manage facilities and financial resources to support the growth 

and development of our mission. 
Supt. .............................. Dr. Don White 
Email........................dwhite@pekin.net 
Phone ........................... (309) 477-4740 

Asst. Supt. ............... Mr. Chuck Bowen 
Email ...................... cbowen@pekin.net 
Phone .......................... (309) 477-4740 

Dir. of H.R............. Mrs. Linda Harris 
Email.......................lharris@pekin.net 
Phone...........................(309) 477-4740 

Business Mgr....... Mr. Matt Wilkinson 
Email...............mwilkinson@pekin.net 
Phone .......................... (309) 477-4744 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 
• Monday, February 26 • Board of Education Meeting................................................................... 6:45 p.m.

Board Conference Room 

• Tuesday, February 27 • Negotiations Meeting.............................................................................. 5:45 p.m.
Washington Intermediate School Annex 

• Thursday, March 1 • No School – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

• Friday, March 2 • No School – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

• Wednesday, March 7 • CIV-IASB Semi-Annual Conference & Dinner Meeting....................... 6:00 p.m.
Washington, IL 

• Thursday, March 15 • Communications Committee Meeting .................................................... 6:00 p.m.
Board Conference Room 

• Monday, March 19 • Board of Education Meeting................................................................... 6:45 p.m.
Board Conference Room 

• Friday, March 30 • Dismiss for Spring Break (at end of day) 

• Tuesday, April 10 • School Resumes 

• Thursday, April 12 • Communications Committee Meeting .................................................... 6:00 p.m.
Board Conference Room 

• Monday, April 16 • Board of Education Meeting................................................................... 6:45 p.m.
Board Conference Room 

• Tuesday, April 17 • Election Day 
 
HOT BILLS & MANDATES 
The 95th General Assembly is in session and numerous House and Senate Committees are considering a long 
list of bills that have been submitted by our legislators.  The Illinois Statewide provides two documents that 
help us understand bills and to monitor the ones that are unfunded mandates.  These documents are the “Hot 
Bills” list and the “Proposed Mandates.”  The “Hot Bills” include a list of bills that the Alliance thinks are 
worth monitoring because they have a chance of passage.  The Alliance has also completed an analysis of the 
bills and provided the second document which includes the bills that they believe are unfunded mandates.  
Unfunded mandates are those items that may cause us to expend resources if the bill becomes law. 
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VIDEO & AUDIO ON BUSES 
You may recall that I shared information in the past regarding the use of video and audio equipment on school 
buses.  In fact, the district attorney provided an opinion that said video recording equipment is fine to use but it 
is a violation of the law to use audio equipment.  This law prompted Mr. Greg Ranney to mention this issue to 
Senator Dave Koehler.  That conversation then led to the filing of SB665.  If signed into law as proposed, relief 
would be provided so that audio equipment can be used on school buses.  This information came to me from 
Mr. Mike Tibbs.  A copy of his memo and the supporting materials is enclosed. 
 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT’S WEEKLY MESSAGE 
The most recent State Superintendent’s Weekly Message is enclosed. 
 
PERSONNEL UPDATE 
The following positions have been posted in District 108.  Additional information on how to apply for one or 
more of these positions can be found at the District 108 web site by visiting 
http://www.pekin.net/pekin108/human_resources/employment/index.html. 

Posting 
Date F.T.E./Hours Position Location 

08/18/06 1.0 F.T.E. *REVISED* Primary Speech Therapist  Starke 

11/22/06 1.0 F.T.E. (2) Speech Language Therapists (FY08) District Wide 

11/28/06 1.0 F.T.E. K-8 Suzuki Strings Teacher (FY08) District Wide 

01/10/07 1.0 F.T.E. Grades 4-6 Special Education Teacher Washington 

01/12/07 1.0 F.T.E. School Psychologist Internship Grade K-8 (FY08) District Wide 

02/15/07 1.0 F.T.E. Visual Arts Teacher Grades 7-8 (FY08) Broadmoor 

02/20/07 6.5 Hours Special Ed. Paraprofessional Personal Assistant Willow 
 
 
WORDS THAT MAKE YOU THINK 

“Sometimes our light goes out but is blown again into flame by an encounter with another human being.  Each 
of us owes the deepest thanks to those who have rekindled this inner light.” 

 Albert Schweitzer 
 
A child’s life is like a piece of paper on which every person leaves a mark.” 

 Chinese Proverb 
 
“Three things in human life are important.  The first is to be kind.  The second is to be kind.  And the third is to 
be kind.” 

 Henry James 
 
 
JUST FOR FUN 

 Why is it that if something says, "do not eat" on the packaging it becomes extra tempting to eat? 
 Why are people so scared of mice, yet we all love Mickey Mouse?  
 Wouldn't it be smart to make the sticky stuff on envelopes taste like chocolate? 

 
 

Never hesitate to contact me regarding these or any other topics! 



 
This document has been formatted for printing from your browser from the Web site of the Illinois Association of 
School Boards. 

The "Hot Bills" list is a listing of the most significant education-related bills followed by the Alliance. This list is an 
attempt to give members of the Alliance organizations additional legislative information without requiring them to 
wade through hundreds of bills. 

This list will be updated weekly throughout the session and will only cover "live" bills. Once a bill is defeated, or 
does not advance by a given deadline, it will be removed from the list. Therefore, this list will decrease in number 
later in the spring as bills "die." 

Complete bill text for the following bills is available on the General Assembly Web site. Type the bill number in the 
box on the left-hand side (i.e., sb2191), then click on "full text." 

HOUSE BILLS 

HB 18 (Lang, D-Chicago) requires school districts to create and maintain a policy on bullying. The bill requires 
that the policy be filed with the State Board of Education and that it must be updated every 2 years and re-filed. 
The bill also provides that the ISBE will monitor the implementation of the policy. 

HB 23 (Lang) reauthorizes the alternate homestead exemption for Cook County ("7% Solution") and for all other 
counties that adopt the exemption within 6 months of the effective date of the new Act. It increases the eligible 
exemption cap from $20,000 to $60,000. The reauthorization would extend this program until 2011. 

HB 38 (Cross, R-Oswego) allows a school board and administration to suspend or expel students if they have 
made an explicit threat on an internet web site against a school employee, a student, or any school-related 
personnel. The web site through which the threat must be a site accessible within the school at the time the threat 
was made or available to students and staff on the school grounds, and the threat must be reasonably interpreted 
as bearing a reasonable relationship to the safety and security of the threatened individual because of his or her 
affiliation with the school i.e. students and/or staff. 

HB 141 (Hassert, R-Romeoville) expands the Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption to 
include the disabled and changes the name to the Senior Citizens and Disabled Assessment Freeze Homestead 
Exemption. 

HB 143 (Hassert) expands the Senior Citizens Homestead Exemption by increasing the amount of the exemption 
from $3,500 to $5,000 per eligible participant and provides that it must be increased each year by the lesser of 
2% or the percentage increase during the immediately prior taxable year in the Consumer Price Index for all 
urban consumers for items published by the US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

HB 146 (Cross) creates the Care of Students with Diabetes Act to: require a management and treatment plan for 
students seeking assistance with diabetes care in the school; require that upon receipt of the plan the principal 
and school nurse develop an individualized care plan with the student’s parents or guardian; require that the 
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principal seek out and assign employees that will serve as unlicensed diabetes care aides; require that at school 
and for all school sponsored activities the school must provide a nurse or unlicensed diabetes care aide to 
provide care; require the school to provide training for personnel regarding diabetes care prior to the beginning of 
each school year; and to require the school to provide those giving transportation to students with diabetes 
information. The bill places limitations on school districts regarding placement of students, provides parameters 
for self-administering of medications and monitoring, and provides immunity for all but willful and wanton conduct. 

HB 159 (Black, R-Danville) provides that a person who is convicted of any felony relating to, arising out of, or in 
connection with his or her service as a participating member of any retirement system or pension fund may not 
receive any benefits, including any benefit for service not related to the felony conviction.  

HB 165 (Osmond, R-Antioch) provides that if a school is chosen as a polling place the school must be closed to 
students on election day. 

HB 183 (Dunn, R-Naperville), in the Open Meetings Act, the bill adds "vacation" to the list of reasons why a 
public body required to have a quorum physically present at its meeting, may permit a member in excess of a 
quorum to attend by other means. It also provides that a member attending by other means due to vacation is not 
eligible for compensation for that meeting. 

HB 193 (Flowers, D-Chicago) requires that testing for the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) be included in 
health examinations required for school attendance. The bill also requires that parents and guardians be informed 
that testing will be undertaken unless they decline testing and that they be informed about HIV testing and 
requires that the HIV screening be conducted in accordance with the CDC recommendations and that the 
Department of Public Health develop and administer complaint policies. 

HB 198 (Fritchey, D-Chicago), HB 361 (Brady, R-Bloomington), and SB 139 (Cronin-R-Elmhurst) increase 
the maximum amount of the education expense income tax credit (for tuition paid to a non-public elementary or 
secondary school) from $500 to $1000 per year. 

HB 232 (Davis, M. D-Chicago) prohibits the State Board of Education and school boards from establishing, 
maintaining, or in any way supporting any virtual schools or virtual classes for elementary and secondary 
students. 

HB 248 (Franks, D-Woodstock) increases from 500 feet to 2,000 feet, the distance from which a child sex 
offender must stay away (loiter or reside) from a school, playground or other areas providing programs or services 
exclusively directed toward persons under 18 years of age or a victim of a sex offense who is under 21 years of 
age. 

HB 258 (Smith, D-Canton) requires the State Board of Education to establish a matching grant program to pay 
school districts for half the cost of providing training in emergency cardiopulmonary resuscitation or training in 
how to use an automated external defibrillator. 

HB 261 (Eddy, R-Hutsonville) and SB 48 (Maloney, D-Chicago) increase the threshold to require competitive 
bidding by a school district from $10,000 to $25,000. They also make changes concerning the exceptions to this 
requirement, including an exception for contracts for services of corporations possessing a high degree of 
professional skill where ability and fitness play an important part, contracts for food services, contracts for utilities 
and related services when the cost is less than that offered by a local distribution company, and contracts for 
repair, maintenance, remodeling, renovation, or construction involving an expenditure not to exceed $50,000 
(rather than $20,000). 

HB 305 (Hamos, D-Evanston) provides that suspension or expulsion of a student may include a prohibition from 
being present on school grounds and within 100 feet of school grounds. Currently, a prohibition from being 
present on school grounds. 

HB 309 (Coulson, R-Glenview) increases the special education reimbursement amounts for personnel by 
specified amounts for each category through the 2010-2011 school year. In years thereafter, the bill provides that 
the reimbursement amount must be the lesser of the amount from the previous year increased by 3% the 
percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers.
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HB 357 (Chapa LaVia, D-Aurora) extends the sunset for school district interfund transfers from June 30, 2007 to 
June 30, 2010.  

HB 366 (Franks) creates a "sales tax holiday" beginning the first Friday in August commencing until midnight of 
the Sunday that follows 9 days later for "qualified merchandise" defined as any article of clothing, footwear, or 
computer that is sold at or below certain selling prices. 

HB 379 (Holbrook, D-Belleville) in the Downstate Teacher Article of the Illinois Pension Code, provides that a 
member who is eligible to receive a retirement annuity of at least 74.6% of final average salary and who will attain 
age 55 on or after May 15 of the calendar year of retirement, shall be deemed to be age 55 on May 15 of that 
calendar year (currently provides that the member will attain age 55 on or before December 31 during the year 
which commences on July 1 shall be deemed to attain age 55 on the preceding June 1). 

HB 381 (Coulson) and SB 118 (Silverstein, D-Chicago) require all new school buses to be equipped with seat 
safety belts for each passenger.  

HB 390 (Flowers) provides that if a student must be transferred to another attendance center within a school 
district the receiving school must not be on the academic watch list. 

HB 399 (Lang) requires the Department of Transportation (DOT) to establish a pilot program for driver education 
teachers that uses an innovative, participatory, interactive driver education tool to help new drivers develop a 
positive, safe driving attitude. The bill provides that a participating driver education teacher must attend a 
workshop in order to obtain the tool and requires DOT to make 5 workshops available for driver education 
teachers and to evaluate the pilot program and report its findings to the General Assembly. 

HB 408 (Leitch, R-Peoria) provides that a minor holding an instruction permit or a graduated driver’s license 
must display on any vehicle he or she is driving a sign, approved by the Secretary of State, indicating the vehicle 
is being driven by a new driver. 

HB 413 (Eddy) increases the authorization for school construction bonds by $148,518,304. 

HB 418 (Krause, R-Mt. Prospect) reauthorizes the alternate homestead exemption for Cook County ("7% 
Solution") and for all other counties that adopt the exemption within 6 months of the effective date of the new Act. 
The bill increases the eligible exemption cap from $20,000 to $40,000 and extends this program until 2010. 

HB 422 (Mitchell, R-Rock Falls) provides that through fiscal year 2010 (instead of 2007) individual school 
districts shall not receive special education payments less than they received during fiscal year 2004. 

HB 423 (Eddy) in the Truth in Taxation Act, the bill provides that for corporate and special purpose property 
taxes, those taxes that are levied for debt service and public building leases, and the estimated total property 
taxes to be levied for the current year – the notice shall indicate that the increases or decreases over the previous 
year is estimated. 

HB 424 (Eddy) provides a notice that must be used by school districts proposing a tax increase. The bill excludes 
from the definition of "aggregate extension" a special purpose extension made for mandate shortfall relief under 
the School Code and changes the definition of "debt service extension base" for school districts. The bill requires 
a school district’s annual financial statement to include a report showing the receipts and disbursements for 
special education and transportation purposes and provides that any shortfall in those funds permits the school 
board to levy (i) a mandate shortfall relief tax for special education mandates and (ii) a mandate shortfall relief tax 
for transportation mandates. 

HB 511 (Joyce, D-Chicago) amends the Freedom of Information Act to redefine a public record to include a 
settlement agreement entered into by or on behalf of a public body. 

HB 584 (Black) amends the Mobile Home Local Services Tax Act to define "permanent foundation". It requires 
the Department of Revenue to adopt rules setting forth standards that county or township assessment officers 
must use in determining whether a dwelling is a mobile home or real property.
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HB 590 (Eddy), for the Teachers’ Retirement System, provides that when assessing payment for any amount due 
for salary increases in excess of 6%, the System shall exclude salary increases as a result of accepting school-
sponsored, extra-curricular assignments. 

HB 591 (Eddy) under the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law (PTELL), provides that the aggregate extension 
of the school district does not include any extension made: (i) for fire prevention and safety purposes under the 
School Code; and (ii) to pay the principle and interest on fire prevention and safety bonds issued under the 
School Code or on bonds issued to refund any fire prevention and safety bonds. 

HB 631 (Beiser, D-Alton) requires each natural gas public utility to file annually a set of transportation schedules 
or tariffs applicable to public schools authorizing a public school association to aggregate the purchase of natural 
gas for its members. It requires the transportation schedules or tariffs to (i) establish certain delivery charges; (ii) 
authorize a public school association to contract with a public utility at monthly market prices for interstate pipeline 
capacity; (iii) require the public utility to provide certain usage projections; and (iv) authorize the public utility to 
impose a penalty under limited circumstances. 

HB 660 (Crespo, D-Hoffman Estates) requires all schools to provide instruction for both teachers and students 
on Internet safety (including without limitation how and to whom to report suspicious online encounters), illegal 
downloading, plagiarism, and other topics related to the Internet. 

HB 671 (Chapa LaVia) requires instruction in grades 8 through 12 on teen dating violence. 

HB 689 (Bassi, R-Palatine) provides that school board contracts for the purchase of natural gas or electric 
service involving an expenditure in excess of $10,000 must be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder (now, 
contracts for the purchase of natural gas are exempted from the bidding requirement when the cost is less than 
that offered by a public utility).  

HB 693 (Sacia, R-Pecatonica) makes a change to a provision defining legal custody with respect to an adult who 
demonstrates that he or she has assumed and exercises legal responsibility for the pupil. It provides that a school 
district must require an adult claiming this type of custody to complete and sign an Attestation of Enrollment and 
Residency and provides that a person who establishes custody is authorized and agrees to act in the place of the 
parent of the pupil with respect to the pupil's education decisions. 

HB 730 (Osmond) requires an employer (including a school district) to ensure that any anticipated rescuer or 
user of an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) will have successfully completed a course of instruction in 
accordance with the standards of a nationally recognized organization or a course of instruction in accordance 
with the rules adopted under the Act to use an AED and to perform cardiovascular resuscitation (CPR). 

HB 750 (Miller, D-Dolton) and SB 750 (Meeks, D-Chicago) increase the income tax rate for individuals, trusts, 
and estates from 3% to 5% and increase the income tax rate for corporations from 4.8% to 8%; include retirement 
income within the definition of "base income" for certain individuals paying income tax; extend the State sales tax 
to include certain services, especially in the area of arts, entertainment, and recreation services; in the State aid 
formula provisions, increase the foundation level of support and grant amount for supplemental general State aid 
and provide for an education appropriation minimum and supplemental State aid for rapidly expanding school 
districts; create the School District Property Tax Relief Fund to provide property tax relief by refunding monies 
generated from the income tax increase.  

HB 821 (Nekritz, D-Northbrook) amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code to increase the 
reimbursement amount to school districts for certificated employees who work with or on behalf of students with 
disabilities full time (instead of teachers, professional workers, directors, school psychologists, and readers) and 
non-certified employees by a specified amount each school year through the 2011-2012 school year. For each 
school year thereafter, provides that the reimbursement amount shall equal the amount from the previous school 
year increased by a percentage increase in C.P.I.  

HB 877 (Dugan, D-Bradley) requires the Capital Development Board to establish a written procedure for 
disbursement of school construction project grant funds which shall incorporate the requirement that school 
construction projects of school districts that do not receive a school construction project grant award in a fiscal 
year due to lack of adequate appropriations shall be placed ahead of any new school construction projects that 
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are approved for grant awards in following fiscal years. It provides that CDB may not, under any circumstances, 
deviate from this procedure for disbursement.  

HB 895 (May, D-Highland Park) creates the Green Cleaning Schools Act to require the Illinois Green 
Government Coordinating Council (IGGCC), in consultation with other agencies, to establish and amend on an 
annual basis guidelines and specifications for environmentally-sensitive cleaning and maintenance products for 
use in school facilities. By no later than 90 days after implementation of the guidelines and specifications, all 
elementary and secondary public and non-public schools shall establish a green cleaning policy and exclusively 
purchase and use environmentally-sensitive cleaning products pursuant to the guidelines and specifications, 
except that a school may deplete its existing cleaning and maintenance supply stocks and implement the new 
requirements in the procurement cycle for the following school year.  

HB 947 (Flider, D-Mt. Zion) reduces the probationary period before a teacher can acquire tenure from 4 years to 
2 years. 

HB 1005 (Mautino, D-Spring Valley) provides that, when assessing payment for any amount due for earnings 
increases in excess of 6%, the Teachers’ Retirement System shall exclude earnings increases as a result of a 
negotiated salary schedule. 

HB 1030 (Pihos, R-Glen Ellyn) provides that the State Board of Education's annual report to the General 
Assembly and Governor shall include the total expenditures made by school districts on special education 
services, including a breakdown of State and federally reimbursed expenditures and non-reimbursed 
expenditures as reported by school districts and provides that a board of education shall file as an attachment to 
its annual budget a report that contains the total amount spent on special education services, including the 
expenditures reimbursed by the State and the expenditures not reimbursed by the State. 

HB 1073 (Davis, W., D-Hazel Crest) creates a continuing appropriation for elementary and secondary education.

HB 1141 (Jefferson, D-Rockford) requires the State Board of Education to establish and administer a program 
that provides stipends to teachers who choose to teach at hard-to-staff public schools. It provides that under the 
program, if a teacher agrees to teach at a hard-to-staff school for 5 years, the teacher is entitled to a $20,000 
stipend each year for those 5 years. 

HB 1143 (Jefferson), in scheduling teachers' institute days, requires that election and primary election days must 
be used before other days. 

HB 1147 (Jefferson) makes school district education support personnel eligible for unemployment insurance 
benefits for weeks off during summer vacation, holiday breaks, and between terms – even if the employee has a 
reasonable assurance that he/she will have the same job immediately following the break period. 

HB 1226 (Bellock, R-Hinsdale), for kindergarten through 8th grade, requires a school board to equip all 
computers that students have access to, with software that seeks to prevent minors from gaining access to 
explicit sexual materials or to obtain Internet connectivity from an Internet service provider that provides filter 
services to limit access to explicit sexual materials. 

HJRCA 10 (Black) proposes to amend Section 1 of Article X of the Illinois Constitution to provide that a 
fundamental right (instead of goal) of the People of the State is the educational development of all persons to the 
limits of their capacities. It provides that it is the paramount duty of the State to provide for a thorough and efficient 
system of high quality public education institutions and services and to guarantee equality of educational 
opportunity as a fundamental right of each citizen (instead of requiring the State to provide for an efficient system 
of high quality public education institutions and services) and provides that the State has the preponderant 
financial responsibility (instead of the primary responsibility) for financing the system of public education. 

SENATE BILLS 

SB 32 (Brady, R-Bloomington) increases the requirements that must be met before a minor may be issued a 
graduated driver's license. It provides that a minor must hold an instruction permit for 12 consecutive (rather than 
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for 3) months before he or she may be issued a graduated driver's license and requires that the minor have 150 
(rather than 50) hours of driving experience. The driver must have reached the age of 15 years in order to apply 
for an instruction permit may not drive at night during the first 6 months that he or she holds an instruction permit. 
The minor holder of an instruction permit may practice driving only when one of his or her parents, his or her legal 
guardian, or a person over the age of 21 years and having at least 5 years of consecutive driving experience, 
approved in writing by the minor's parents, is seated next to the minor.  

SB 166 (Radogno, R-LaGrange) requires that each school district have in place, by January 1, 2008, a policy to 
ensure that the school bus driver is the last person leaving every school bus and that no passenger is left behind 
or remains on the vehicle at the end of a route, a work shift, or the work day. 

SB 176 (Burzynski, R-Sycamore) creates the Local Option School District Income Tax Act to authorize school 
districts by referendum to impose an income tax on individuals resident of the district. It provides that the income 
tax must be levied at a rate that will produce an amount equal to the corresponding 50% reduction in property 
taxes for educational, operations and maintenance, and transportation purposes.  

SB 232 (Lauzen, R-Aurora) creates the Development Impact Fee Authorization for Local Governments Act to 
authorize municipalities and counties to adopt ordinances to impose, on behalf of themselves or other local 
governments, development impact fees on new developments in the municipality or county. 

SB 271 (Viverito, D-Chicago) requires a statewide advisory referendum at the 2008 general election. It sets forth 
questions concerning (i) the use of State revenues from any expansion of gaming for the funding of special 
education, school construction, and school transportation, without decreasing other State funding for those 
education needs, and (ii) an accompanying reduction of real property taxes at a rate of 50 cents per dollar of 
revenue. 

SB 505 (Cullerton, D-Chicago) provides that the School Construction Grant Program grant index may be 
increased by 0.05 for school construction projects that receive certification from the United States Green Building 
Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Green Building Rating System, the Green Building 
Initiative's Green Globes Green Building Rating System, or green building standards approved by the Capital 
Development Board. 

SB 508 (Frerichs, D-Champaign) increases the rate of income tax for individuals, trusts, and estates from 3% to 
5% and for corporations from 4.8% to 8% and requires this additional revenue to be deposited into the Education 
Assistance Fund; increases the foundation level of support and grant amount for supplemental general State aid; 
creates a continuing appropriation for education; creates the School District Property Tax Relief Fund to provide 
property tax relief to lower school district property taxes; creates the Higher Education Operating Assistance Fund 
for the purpose of grants to colleges and universities; increases the amount of the earned income tax credit and 
the education expense credit. 

SB 541 (Raoul, D-Chicago) beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, lowers the compulsory school age from 7 
years to 5 years. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, it requires all school districts to establish 
kindergarten for the instruction of children who are 5 years of age or older. 

SB 641 (Demuzio, D-Carlinville) provides that a vision examination must be included as a part of the health 
examination required within one year prior to entering kindergarten or the first grade, whichever grade the child 
first enters, of any public, private, or parochial elementary school. 

SB 715 (Trotter, D-Chicago) requires the Department of Human Services to initiate 20 new school health centers 
over a 5-year period beginning July 1, 2007, and build capacity with existing school health centers in the State. 

SB 1154 (Murphy, D-Palatine) requires that the General Assembly appropriate, for elementary and secondary 
education, an amount equal to the appropriation from the previous year plus 51% of all new revenues to the 
State.  

SB 1155 (Althoff, R-Crystal Lake) removes many mandates on school districts, including: posting of information 
regarding school board meetings on a district's website, school board approval of certain contracts, checks of the 
Statewide Sex Offender Database and Statewide Child Murderer and Violent Offender Against Youth Database, 
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gifted education program requirements, requiring a school to allow the use of epinephrine auto-injectors, financial 
literacy in consumer education, the study of genocide and slavery, required high school courses for the 2005-
2006 and subsequent school years, steroid abuse prevention instruction to students in interscholastic athletic 
programs, excessive idling of a school bus, requiring the use of bio-diesel, and informing parents that information 
about sex offenders is publicly available. It also repeals Sections of the School Code concerning a new principal 
mentoring program, a school board oath of office, a school board's duties with respect to a superintendent, gifted 
education program requirements, and an evaluation plan for principals and the School Safety Drill Act.  

SB 1156 (Althoff) removes many mandates on school districts, including: the requirement that criminal history 
record checks of school district job applicants be fingerprint-based, the State Board of Education collecting certain 
school information, a district that has a school on academic early warning status preparing a revised school 
improvement plan, the development of a school restructuring plan, placing districts on academic early warning or 
watch status, school improvement plan peer review, authorizing the State Superintendent of Education to direct 
the reassignment or replacement of district personnel, State testing in certain subjects and grades, the 
compulsory school age extending until age 17, reporting on re-enrolled students, requiring dental examinations 
and the collection of data relating to obesity, the teaching of history including the study of Asian Americans, and 
increases in the minimum wage for school district employees after June 30, 2007. 

SB 1157 (Burzynski) requires a school board to adopt a dress code policy to apply to students beginning with the 
2007-2008 school year. 

SB 1152 (Clayborne, D-E. St. Louis) exempts from the definition of "aggregate extension" in the Property Tax 
Extension Limitation Law (PTELL), all contributions to a pension fund. 

SB 1426 (Murphy) requires that school boards must award contracts for utilities (electricity and gas), that are in 
excess of $10,000, to the lowest responsible bidder, but provides that if a school district joins a utility consortium, 
then that consortium must award utility contracts involving an expenditure in excess of $10,000 to the lowest 
responsible bidder. 

SB 1428 (Sandoval, D-Chicago) adds school board members to the list of those mandated to report child abuse 
and child sexual abuse under the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. It also provides that any person 
who knowingly and willfully violates any mandated-reporter provision of the Act other than a second or 
subsequent violation of transmitting a false report is guilty of a Class 4 felony. 

SB 1452 (Harmon, D-Oak Park), in Cook County, provides that upon the filing of any property tax objection 
complaint that would reduce the assessed valuation of any property by more than $100,000, the plaintiff must give 
notice of the tax objection complaint by mailing a copy of it to any municipality, school district, and community 
college district in which the property is situated, by certified mail.  

SB 1463 (Lightford, D-Maywood) amends the Silent Reflection and Student Prayer Act to require (instead of 
allow) a teacher to observe a brief period of silence at the opening of every school day with the participation of all 
pupils assembled. 

SB 1472 (Kotowski, D-Mt. Prospect) creates the Internet Safety Education Act to inform and protect students 
from inappropriate or illegal communications and solicitation. It also requires school districts to provide education 
about Internet threats and risks and mandates that every public school provide instruction and discussion on 
effective methods by which students may recognize and report inappropriate, illegal, or threatening 
communications on the Internet on or before the start of the 2008-2009 school year. 

SB 1482 (Lightford) requires a school board to allow a parent to observe the classroom instruction that his or her 
child is receiving as long as the parent does not pose a threat to the safety of any person in the school and the 
parent's presence is not disruptive to classroom learning. 

SB 1500 (Cronin, R-Elmhurst) creates the 2007 Education Reform and Funding Act. The bill would extend the 
State sales tax to internet purchases and earmark 80% of the revenue for deposit into the Common School Fund. 
It would also increase the income tax credit for taxpayers who pay tuition to non-public elementary and high 
schools from $500 to $1,000. The bill would double the special education personnel reimbursement amount over 
four years and increase the per pupil foundation level to $6,450 in four years. The bill also contains education 

Page 7 of 8IASB: HOT BILLS - 2007

2/17/2007http://www.iasb.com/files/hotbills07.htm



reforms, such as: calling for a moratorium on unfunded mandates; creating alternative school development 
grants; creating an Education Venture Partnership Pool; authorizing the Regional Superintendent to have 
oversight of school board contracts over $10,000; creating performance-based teacher compensation; requiring 
all contracts to be posted on a school district's website; creating a Salary Incentive Program for Hard-to-Staff 
Schools; and other changes. 

SB 1560 (Demuzio) provides that if the hours of an educational support personnel employee works are reduced 
for certain reasons, then written notice must be given to the employee and that if a reduction in hours is due to an 
unforeseen reduction in the student population, then the written notice must be mailed and given to the employee 
at least 5 days (instead of 30 days) before the hours are reduced. With respect to ESPs removed or dismissed for 
certain reasons, the bill provides that if a school board has any vacancies for the following school term or within 
one calendar year from the beginning of the following school term, the positions thereby becoming available 
within a specific category of position shall be tendered to the employees who were removed or dismissed from 
that category or any other category of position (now, just from that category), so far as they are qualified to hold 
the positions. 

SB 1659 (Brady) provides that units of local government, school districts, and boards of election commissioners 
must provide the same leave benefits to their employees as those now provided to State employees under the 
Organ Donor Leave Act. This allows an employee to take up to 30 days leave when donating an organ or bone 
marrow without having to first use up accumulated sick leave or vacation days. 

Bill Text/Status: Illinois General Assembly http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ 
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